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NHS Lanarkshire letter of 8 December 2016 
 
Reducing sepsis mortality is and continues to be an organisational priority for NHS 
Lanarkshire. The Board’s Strategic Patient Safety Plan and Reducing Harm Patient 
Safety collaborative have provided a focus for improvement and action within the 
organisation. NHS Lanarkshire is able to demonstrate a 30 per cent reduction in 
sepsis related mortality since 2011 due to this focused improvement effort.   
 
Lanarkshire’s Emergency Departments are now reliably implementing the Sepsis 6 
care bundle in all patients who are identified as septic when admitted to hospital. 
 
NHS Lanarkshire helped raise awareness of sepsis among the public and staff by 
supporting World Sepsis Day in both September 2015 and September 2016. 
 
In 2015 this included events on each of the acute hospital sites. At Monklands 
Hospital there as a balloon release and a stall in the restaurant, and visits to wards. 
At Wishaw General “turned pink” for sepsis and there was a flash mob at Hairmyres. 
 
For World Sepsis Day 2016, the sepsis leadership team focused on addressing low 
public awareness and launched a Lanarkshire public health awareness campaign by 
hosting information stalls in local Asda stores.  
 
Activities from both years where featured in local newspapers and on social media. 
 
The NHS Lanarkshire sepsis team have also successfully worked collaboratively 
with the Scottish Ambulance Service to promote the early recognition of sepsis in the 
pre-hospital environment in order to reduce the time to patients receiving life-saving 
antibiotics. Work to extend this to the Lanarkshire Out Of Hours Service is currently 
being scoped. 
 
Staff awareness and education is essential and the organisation prioritises treatment 
and recognition of sepsis on its following courses: Acute assessment of Critically 
Unwell patients Treatment and Escalation (ACUTE); Clinical support worker 
Recognition Assessment Support and Help (CRASH); and ALS (Advance Life 
Support).   
  
In addition to our local Lanarkshire awareness raising activities, we would welcome 
and fully support a wider public awareness campaign for Sepsis. 


